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Reviving public trust: A necessity  

Sulaymanyah, 6 March 2019 - The 

Special Representative of the United 

Nations Secretary -General for Iraq 

and head of the United Nations As-

sistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), 

Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

attended the Sixth annual Sulaimani 

Forum: òIraq and Its Neighbours: 

Toward a New Regional Orderó, held 

in Sulaymaniyah. Here is the text of 

her keynote address:  

Excellencies,  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

In the invitation to this forum, it was 

stated that there are many political 

and economic issues to be addressed 

in the aftermath of last yearõs federal 

and Kurdistan regional elections.  

Very true indeed. One can certainly 

not deny that the road to well -

deserved sustainable stability in Iraq 

will be long and far from easy.  

There are so many issues to be re-

solved. 

In this regard, I should begin by say-

ing that I will speak candidly today. 

My comments aim to be both chal-

lenging and thought -provoking, so 

that we can attempt - honestly and 

constructively - to address some of 

the deep-rooted problems within Iraqi 

processes and institutions.  

Only by focusing on these systemic 

concerns will it be possible to revive 

public trust in the government, to 

revive public trust in state institu-

tions and to restore faith in the na-

tion as a whole.  

Clearly decades of conflict and eco-

nomic hardships have caused deep 

scars in Iraqi society. Iraqis have 

sacrificed a lot. And also the more 

recent sectarian legacies, ethnic ten-

sions and internal political strife 

have added to the distrust among the 

religious and ethnic groups, have 

added to the distrust between politi-

cal leaders and their constituents.  

At the same time, in this period of 

post-conflict recovery, Iraq finds itself 

at a critical juncture. Iraq finds itself 

on a path whereby realism and great 

determination will be necessary in 

facing the challenges ahead. And not 

only that. Political and societal will is 

a precondition, obvious ownership 

and engagement of all Iraqi compo-

nents and communities will prove 

crucial. And it goes without saying 

that a sense of urgency to see and feel 

the need for a turn -around is essen-

tial.  

However, to date, the government 

formation remains incomplete in both 

Baghdad and Erbil. Nine months and 

five months, respectively, after elec-

tions.  

Political infighting and factional poli-

tics seem to be the rule. Parliamen-

tary committees have yet to start 

their substantive work. Is it any sur-

prise that the sense of public disillu-

sionment remains high? Is it any 

surprise that people do not believe 

that the political process serves them 

or that it can bring about institution-

al change? 

Can we shy away from the lack of 

viable and responsive institutions, 

from the lack of capacity to follow -up 

on important decisions, from the 

deadlock between ruling elites, from 

the sectarian militarism, from the 

fragmentation along ethnic or reli-

gious lines? No, I would say, as all of 

this continues to play out at the ex-

pense of the Iraqi people.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

The entire country feels proud when 

watching the Iraqi national football 

team play. At the same time, many 

people continue to tell me that they 

do not see how a national identity can 

go hand-in -hand with their other 

affiliations.  

So, one big question is: how can we 

collectively promote a sense of pride 

and confidence in the country? After 

all, Iraq needs a renewed sense of 

patriotism to re -emerge stronger.  

As divisions in the country remain an 

underlying problem, part of the solu-

tion must be to engage in sustained 

and meaningful national and commu-

nity reconciliation to bridge the dif-

ferences and grievances, to accept 

others and - where needed - to apolo-

gise to others, to respect each otherõs 

special history, to build social cohe-

sion and thus to move towards a 

sense of national unity.  

Within this context, political, commu-

nity and religious leaders should play 

a central role to build tolerance and 

counter extremist ideologies. For 

leadership failures and the rise of 

violence are closely connected. 

Community activists, including youth 

leaders, require much greater sup-

port than at present. The lack of 

meaningful participation by some 

minority groups is also of serious 

concern. And excluding women from 

the political process, is to ignore half 

of Iraqõs potential, half of Iraqõs tal-

ent and half of Iraqõs energy. The 

country cannot afford to do that.  

The good news is that last year major 

political parties, for the first time in 

national elections, did reflect upon 

the diversity of Iraq and the need for 

a national narrative. As a conse-

quence, the sectarian divides of the 

past were replaced with cross -



ask for a functioning garbage disposal 

system to keep their streets free of 

trash. They call for a developed econo-

my that allows youth to find jobs. They 

call for a balanced distribution of reve-

nues across the country. They call for 

proper education, for accountability, for 

justice.  

Law -abiding citizens are looking for 

reassurances. A woman needs to feel 

safe going down a street, speaking her 

mind and dressing the way she wants. 

A writer needs to be reassured that his 

life is not threatened for airing his 

views in public. And parents need to 

know that their children can go to 

school in safety. These are the basic 

things in life.  

And whether we like it or not, simmer-

ing anger easily swells. And a failure to 

act will inevitably lead to a new cycle of 

violence. 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Another major concern with regard to 

Iraqõs security and stability relates to 

those armed groups operating outside 

state control, some of which have tran-

sitioned to little more than criminal 

gangs, expanding their economic and 

social influence throughout the country.  

For instance, and as we speak, Iraqi 

citizens are confronted at illegal check-

points by armed men extorting their 

money. Displaced people returning to 

their homes are suddenly expected to 

pay so-called loyalty fees. Farmers in 

the fields are being forced to pay bribes 

or lose their livestock.  

These practices are adding to the many 

hardships that returnees and other 

vulnerable populations are already 

experiencing on a daily basis. It is a 

very serious problem one cannot afford 

to ignore.  

Resolute action against all this is of the 

greatest importance for a stable Iraq, 

for boosting the morale of its people.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In addition to domestic stability, Iraq 

needs to promote regional security 

through expanded relations with its 

neighbours as well as others. And the 

ongoing sustained outreach to other 

states, rightly positioning itself as a 

reliable and capable partner, is the way 

forward indeed. A great piece of diplo-

macy. Iraq can be the stabilising factor 

in a turbulent region. Indeed, Iraq can 

be the bridge, the arena for regional 

conciliation.  

At the same time, Iraq faces serious 

challenges in preventing its territory 

from being used as an arena for differ-

ent competitions. It is imperative that 

Iraq be allowed to pursue its own na-

tional interests without outside inter-

ference. Putting an extra burden on 

Iraq is the last thing it needs.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

In conclusion, I believe that the key to 

national recovery and progress is 

through building public trust and social 

cohesion, ensuring the delivery of pub-

lic services, kickstarting the economy, 

tackling corruption and establishing 

state institutions that are fit for pur-

pose, without delay.  

To achieve this, a sustained, construc-

tive dialogue among political factions, 

components and communities is desper-

ately needed, placing national interests 

above partisan interests. And as I said: 

obvious ownership and engagement of 

all Iraqi components and communities 

will prove vital. Political and societal 

will - at all levels - is a precondition. 

Otherwise, the country risks leapfrog-

ging from one crisis to another.  

Continued support from the interna-

tional community will be pivotal, too. I 

will therefore continue to encourage the 

international community to work along-

side the United Nations to provide sup-

port to humanitarian, stabilization and 

development efforts.  

The UN family remains strongly com-

mitted to assisting the Government of 

Iraq in all of these processes, in accord-

ance with our mandate and in the in-

terests of the Iraqi people.  

Iraqiõs of all components and affilia-

tions live here since time immemorial. I 

sincerely hope that a tipping point will 

be reached where the people of Iraq, 

regardless of their ethnic, religious or 

political affiliation, commit to investing 

in a common destiny in an Iraq where 

peaceful coexistence is the norm, based 

on respect for human rights and the 

rule of law.  

I am optimistic by nature, and I stand 

ready to serve. Iraq has immense op-

portunities and great potential. This 

beautiful country, with all its diversity, 

is truly close to my heart. Thank you.  
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sectarian political alliances.  

However, half of the voting population 

decided not to exercise its democratic 

right, thereby sending a strong signal 

of a growing grassroots scepticism over 

whether politicians are able to meet the 

peopleõs expectations. 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Hundreds of millions of dollars in aid 

and development -funding have poured 

into Iraq in recent years, but living 

conditions across much of the country 

remain shockingly poor.  

Iraq is a country with a very substan-

tial revenue from its hydrocarbons sec-

tor and yet many of its citizens live in 

poverty, illiteracy, ill -health and unem-

ployment. How is that possible?  

Part of the answer lies in corruption. 

Corruption is pervasive across all levels 

in Iraq. One shall not be allowed to 

unjustly enrich himself at the expense 

of another. Yet, it is happening in so 

many ways. 

ôTransparency Internationalõ reported 

that out of 200 countries, only 12 are 

more corrupt than Iraq. If the country 

is to retain and expand international 

investment and support this problem 

will need to be tackled urgently. Repre-

sentatives of donor countries are con-

tinuously telling me that they are get-

ting tired of fighting the Iraqi system 

for the privilege of helping the country.  

The fight against corruption will not be 

an easy one. But if there is any hope to 

revive public trust the interests of the 

Iraqi people and the nation as a whole 

should be placed above individual en-

richment.  

Ladies and gentlemen,  

Citizens call for tangible improvements 

in their everyday life. They ask for wa-

ter that they can drink without fearing 

it will make them ill. They ask for hav-

ing access to irrigation water for agri-

culture. They ask for reliable electricity 

supply so they do not have to use ex-

pensive and polluting generators. They 

Reviving public trust: A necessity (continued)  
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In this edition ...  

President of the Republic of 

Iraq receives UN Resident 

Coordinator, UN Women 

Representative following the 

signing of MoU on coopera-

tion in areas of gender equal-

ity and womenõs empower-

ment 

 

Baghdad, 17 April 2019 ð H.E. 

President of the Republic of Iraq 

Mr. Barham Salih  received on 

April 15, 2019 the United Na-

tions Resident Coordinator in 

Iraq, Ms. Marta Reudas, and UN 

Women Representative in Iraq 

Ms. Dina Zorba, following the 

signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding between UN 

Women and the Presidentõs Of-

fice. The MoU provides a frame-

work of cooperation in areas of 

gender equality and womenõs 

empowerment....  More on page 

26 

UNAMI Herald is published bi -

monthly by the Public Information 

Office of the United Nations Assis-

tance Mission for Iraq.  

 

PIO Director: Samir Ghattas  

Editor -in -Chief: Ivan Djordjevic  

 

Editorial Board: Samir Ghattas, Kha-

lid Dahab, Ivan Djordjevic, Laila 

Shamji, Celia Thompson, Sarmad Al -

Safy. 

 

Photos: UNAMI PIO, UNHCR, UN-

CHR, UNICEF, IOM, OCHA, UN-

FPA, WHO, UNESCO, UNOPS, UN 

Habitat, UN Photo, UN Women,  

UNIDO, UNMAS, UNDP, WFP and 

as credited.  

 

 

In the UNAMI Herald articles are 

sorted according to the topic and in a 

chronological order.  

Government of Iraq, UNIT-

AD conclude first Sinjar 

mass grave exhumation in 

Kojo village 

Baghdad, 21 March 2019 ð 

UNITAD (United Nations In-

vestigative Team to Promote 

Accountability for Crimes Com-

mitted by Daõesh/ISIL) an-

nounced this morning the com-

pletion of the first exhumation 

of a Yazidi mass grave in the 

Sinjar region, in the village of 

Kojo. UNITAD reports that the 

victimsõ remains and associated 

evidence have safely arrived at 

the Medico -Legal Directorate in 

Baghdadé  More on page 35. 

Films portray loss and human suffering as well 

as the resilience, beauty and strength of Iraqis, 

says UN Human Rights Chief in Iraq at the 3 x 3 

Film Festival 

Baghdad, 07 March 2019 ð The United Nations in 

Iraq commended Iraqi filmmakers, directors, actors, 

musicians and artists for the production of twenty-four 

short films covering human rights issues in Iraq, as 

part of the 3 By 3 Film Festival  held in Baghdad 3 to 5 

March 2019. é  More on page 28 

Humanitarian Community appeals for US$701 

million to reach 1.75 million Iraqis with assis-

tance 

Baghdad, 29 April 2019 - The humanitarian com-

munity in Iraq is appealing for US$701 million this 

year to support 1.75 million highly vulnerable people, 

including a million internally displaced persons, 

struggling with the legacy of conflict and mass-

displacement that engulfed the country from 2014 to 

2017.  

The 2019 Humanitarian Response Plan was 

launched at a conference on the return of displaced 

persons in Baghdad  é More on page 42. 

òIraqi Youth: Pioneers for Dialogue and Stabil-

ityó workshops kick off in Basra 

 

Basra, 28 April 2019 ð At a three -day workshop in 

Basra City, young Iraqi women and men from across 

the governorate voiced opinions, hopes, concerns and 

suggestions about their role in advancing peaceful 

coexistence and addressing the challenges in their 

communities. The event was the first in a series of 

workshops under the 

theme òIraqi Youth: 

Pioneers for Dia-

logue and Stabilityó, 

which are taking 

place in locations 

across in Iraq 

throughout 2019é 

More on page 9 

At IHEC Strategic Planning Workshop, DSRSG 

Walpole emphasizes the importance of forward 

planning for elections  

Sulaymaniyah, 11 March 2019 ð The Deputy Special 

Representative for Iraq of the United Nations Secre-

tary -General (DSRSG) Alice Walpole addressed on Sun-

day the opening of a strategic planning workshop at-

tended by members of the Board of Commissioners and 

staff of the Independent High Electoral Commission 

(IHEC)é  More on page 6 



And with this in mind, a renewed 

sense of patriotism is not only possible 

but also necessary. It is necessary to 

re-emerge stronger.  

Now the Iraqi people have overcome so 

many major challenges, they have 

overcome violence and conflicts.  

However, the country is yet to achieve 

the dreams of the martyrs.  

Divisions continue to remain as an 

underlying and defining challenge to 

Iraqi society and politics.  

Though bridging differences and griev-

ances will be the way forward, respect-

ing and accepting each otherõs special 

history. And so, it is of great im-

portance to work closely together to 

build tolerance and a peaceful co -

existence. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Iraq, with all its diversity, could be 

serving as an example for many. And it 

can be done. 

Reviving Iraqõs glory will inspire its 

people regardless of their ethnic, reli-

gious or political affiliation. It will com-

mand world -wide respect.  

A basic principle in life is that we need 

each other to be our best. Respect all. 

Accept all. And unite all. Do good to 

all.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Ayatollah Muhammad Baqir al -Hakim 

is more than a figurehead. He is above 

all a great source of inspiration a man 

who inspires us to commit and to in-

vest in a common destiny.  

So let us not forget.  

Let us remember.  

Let us honour.  

And let us continue.  

Thank you.  
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Baghdad, 9 March 2019 - The Spe-

cial Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. 

Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, attended 

today Iraqi Martyr's Day commemora-

tion organized by the Al Hikma Na-

tional Movement in Baghdad. Here is 

the text of the statement by the SRSG 

Hennis -Plasschaert at this event:  

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I am very honoured to join you on this 

special day, the day of the 16th anni-

versary of the martyrdom of Ayatollah 

Muhammed Baqir al -Hakim.  

We are gathered here to honour his 

memory first of all, the memory of Aya-

tollah Muhammad Baqir al -Hakim, but 

also to honour the sacrifices of all mar-

tyrs of Iraq.  

Ayatollah Muhammad Baqir al -Hakim 

was a true leader for many, a leader 

who dedicated his life to promoting 

unity, justice and equality in Iraq.  

And he made the ultimate sacrifice, the 

ultimate sacrifice for an Iraq in which 

all Iraqis would be able to live without 

fear and oppression.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is of paramount importance to re-

member and not to forget and thus to 

reflect upon the life of Ayatollah Mu-

hammad Baqir al -Hakim, to learn and 

to ensure that his sacrifice was not in 

vain.  

Following the military defeat of Daõesh 

Iraq finds itself at a critical juncture. 

And really, in this period of post -

conflict recovery, the need for national 

unity goes (in a way) without saying.  

A sense of pride and confidence is also 

justified. Iraq has great qualifications. 

SRSG Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert attended Iraqi Martyr's Day 

commemoration held in Baghdad  



previous experiences, and to formulate 

goals and objectives that are responsive 

to the demands of electoral stakehold-

ers,ó the DSRSG said. She highlighted 

areas for close consideration during the 

workshop, including the integrity of the 

voter registry, the use of election tech-

nologies, the importance of public out-

reach and the need for inclusive partici-

pation, particularly by women, minori-

ty communities and those displaced 

from their areas of origin.  

òThe UN and other international part-

ners are beside you in developing and 

implementing this strategic plan. I 

encourage the Commission to continue 

to maximize the opportunities of having 

such experienced partners,ó the DSRSG 

added.  

In his remarks, IHEC Chairman Maan 

Al -Hetawi recalled that this is the third 

strategic plan that IHEC has prepared. 

He underlined IHECõs resolve to devel-

op its capacities, to improve electoral 

processes and to continue efforts in 

building the trust of electoral stake-

holders. He also expressed appreciation 

for the continued engagement of UN-

AMI, UNDP and the International 

Foundation for Electoral Systems 

(IFES) which all provided support to 

the workshop. In a press conference 

after the opening of the workshop, 

Chairman Maan confirmed that the 

IHEC Board of Commissioners had 

proposed 16 November 2019 to the 

Council of Representatives as the provi-

sional date for Provincial Council elec-

tions.  

Sulaymaniyah, 11 March 2019 ð The 

Deputy Special Representative for Iraq 

of the United Nations Secretary -

General (DSRSG) Alice Walpole ad-

dressed on Sunday the opening of a 

strategic planning workshop attended 

by members of the Board of Commis-

sioners and staff of the Independent 

High Electoral Commission (IHEC). 

She welcomed efforts by the IHEC to 

collectively and systematically discuss 

and define its strategic direction for the 

next five years.  

òIn defining the future strategic direc-

tion of the institution, it is important to 

reflect and learn from the lessons of 

At IHEC Strategic Planning Workshop, DSRSG Walpole emphasizes 

the importance of forward planning for elections  
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On a visit to Fallujah, UNAMI urges women and youth to register to 

vote in provincial elections  

Fallujah, 18 April 2019 ð Iraqi voters 

have an opportunity to make their voic-

es heard in upcoming provincial elec-

tions, but they risk missing that oppor-

tunity altogether if they do not register 

now, the Deputy Special Representa-

tive (DSRSG) for Iraq of the United 

Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Alice 

Walpole, said today after touring a 

number of voter registration centres in 

Fallujah in Anbar Governorate. She 

was accompanied by IHEC officials.  

Ms. Walpole, whose office in the UN 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 

coordinates UN advice and technical 

support for the Independent High Elec-

toral Commission (IHEC), commended 

the professionalism of the voter regis-

tration centre staff and the smooth 

process but expressed dismay at the 

low enthusiasm for registration, and 

urged in particular women and youth 

in Anbar to ensure that they are able to 

exercise their right when election day 

comes. 

òIõm a bit disappointed with the num-

bers of citizens who are registering, 

especially women and young people. 

People may not realise that they have 

to get themselves onto the voter regis-

ter now if they wish to participate in 

elections later this year,ó Ms. Walpole 

said. òWe need to reflect more on how 

to target that population that has not 

yet registered to vote. The process itself 

has been much simplified and is very 

straightforward,ó she added. 

In addition to the tour of the Voter Reg-

istration Centres (VRCs), the Deputy 



Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Alice 

Walpole, said today after touring a 

number of voter registration centres in 

Fallujah in Anbar Governorate. She 

was accompanied by IHEC officials.  

Ms. Walpole, whose office in the UN 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 

coordinates UN advice and technical 

support for the Independent High Elec-

toral Commission (IHEC), commended 

the professionalism of the voter regis-

tration centre staff and the smooth 

process but expressed dismay at the 

low enthusiasm for registration, and 

urged in particular women and youth 

in Anbar to ensure that they are able to 

exercise their right when election day 

comes. 

òIõm a bit disappointed with the num-

bers of citizens who are registering, 

especially women and young people. 

People may not realise that they have 

to get themselves onto the voter regis-

ter now if they wish to participate in 

elections later this year,ó Ms. Walpole 

said. òWe need to reflect more on how 

to target that population that has not 

yet registered to vote. The process itself 

has been much simplified and is very 

straightforward,ó she added. 

In addition to the tour of the Voter Reg-

istration Centres (VRCs), the Deputy 

Special Representative called on the 

Mayor of Fallujah City, Mr. Issa Sayer 

Al -Issawi, and local tribal leaders.  

In preparation for the forthcoming pro-

vincial council elections, IHEC is con-

ducting a voter registration update 

(VRU) to give an opportunity for all 

eligible voters to check and update 

their voter registration records. There 

are 906 VRCs in the 15 governorates 

that are not incorporated into regions 

and, in addition to static VRC locations, 

IHEC also sends mobile teams to areas 

of difficult access and displaced camps. 

As of mid-April 2019, IHEC reports 

indicate that the cumulative total of 

voters with biometric registration ac-

counts for 51 percent of the total voters. 

Comparatively, Anbar has one of the 

lowest biometric registration rate so 

far: only 43 percent of the total number 

of eligible voters.  

òI think that it is extremely important 

in a country like Iraq, where so many 

voices have been forcibly silenced in the 

past, that people take the opportunity 

to choose their representatives; regis-

tering now will ensure they can partici-

pate in elections as and when they 

come up,ó Ms. Walpole said. 

Special Representative called on the 

Mayor of Fallujah City, Mr. Issa Sayer 

Al -Issawi, and local tribal leaders.  

In preparation for the forthcoming pro-

vincial council elections, IHEC is con-

ducting a voter registration update 

(VRU) to give an opportunity for all 

eligible voters to check and update 

their voter registration records. There 

are 906 VRCs in the 15 governorates 

that are not incorporated into regions 

and, in addition to static VRC locations, 

IHEC also sends mobile teams to areas 

of difficult access and displaced camps. 

As of mid-April 2019, IHEC reports 

indicate that the cumulative total of 

voters with biometric registration ac-

counts for 51 percent of the total voters. 

Comparatively, Anbar has one of the 

lowest biometric registration rate so 

far: only 43 percent of the total number 

of eligible voters.  

òI think that it is extremely important 

in a country like Iraq, where so many 

voices have been forcibly silenced in the 

past, that people take the opportunity 

to choose their representatives; regis-

tering now will ensure they can partici-

pate in elections as and when they 

come up,ó Ms. Walpole said. 

 

Fallujah, 18 April 2019 ð Iraqi voters 

have an opportunity to make their voic-

es heard in upcoming provincial elec-

tions, but they risk missing that oppor-

tunity altogether if they do not register 

now, the Deputy Special Representa-

tive (DSRSG) for Iraq of the United 

On a visit to Fallujah, UNAMI urges women and youth to register 

to vote in provincial elections (continued)  
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IHEC sets up voter registration centres in camps to enable IDPs to 

register to vote in provincial elections  

Esyan Camp, Duhok, 24 April 2019 ð 

Although the Kurdistan Region will not 

be participating in Iraqõs upcoming 

provincial council elections, those Iraqi 

citizens who have been displaced into 

the Kurdistan Region from elsewhere 

in the country by terrorism and recent 

conflict will nonetheless get an oppor-

tunity to cast their ballots as though 

they were in their places of origin - but 

this can only be achieved if they regis-

ter now while they still have the oppor-

tunity. 

On 24 April 2019, the Deputy Special 

Representative (DSRSG) for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. 

Alice Walpole, visited mobile voter reg-

istration centres (VRCs) in Shariya and 

Esyan camps for Internally Displaced 

Persons (IDPs) in Duhok governorate 

in the Kurdistan Region to experience 

firsthand the ongoing IDP registration 

process, listen to suggestions and con-

cerns, and understand better how the 

United Nations can assist. She also 

paid a call on the Independent High 

Electoral Commissionõs Director for 

Duhok province, Mr Yousef Barwari, 

and his team to discuss some of the 

challenges facing IHEC in providing a 

registration service to Duhokõs huge 



IDP population (around 240,000 eligi-

ble voters). Mr Barwari accompanied 

Ms Walpole on her visit to the Esyan 

voter registration centre.  

Ms. Walpole, whose office in the UN 

Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 

coordinates UN advice and technical 

support for the Iraq Independent High 

Electoral Commission (IHEC), com-

mended the professionalism of all the 

IHEC staff she met, some of whom are 

delivering mobile registration services 

in very remote areas. She urged all 

eligible IDPs to register to ensure that 

their voice is heard.  

òIf you register now, you can vote when 

the elections come. If you donõt, you 

risk not making your voice heardó, Ms. 

Walpole said.  

She discussed with IHECõs local media 

outreach team and the Esyan and 

Shariya camp managers how best to 

announce and promote the registration 

process to camp residents. There was a 

widespread view that the registration 

period need to be extended to ensure 

IHEC sets up voter registration centres in camps ... (continued)  
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maximum participation.  

In preparation for the forthcoming pro-

vincial elections, IHEC is conducting a 

voter registration update to give an 

opportunity for all eligible voters to 

check and update their voter registra-

tion records. There are 906 VRCs in the 

15 governorates that are not incorpo-

rated into regions and, in addition to 

static VRC locations, IHEC also sends 

mobile teams to less accessible loca-

tions, such as IDP camps.  

Fallujah, 27 March 2019 ð UNDP 

Integrated Reconciliation Project in 

Iraq and Local Peace Committee in 

Fallujah conducted its first public ses-

sion with 40 religious leaders on roles 

to strengthen social cohesion.  

Workshop on roles to strengthen social cohesion held in Fallujah  

Baghdad, 09 April 2019 - UNDP Inte-

grated Reconciliation project has 

launched the first forum of Young Me-

dia professionals in Al Anbar Universi-

ty to hear and support on the role of the 

young professionals and the media in 

consolidating community cohesion and 

the use of news in rejecting intellectual 

extremism and promoting community 

peace. The Forum was a success with 

hundreds of attendees of media stu-

dents and teachers at Anbar Universi-

ty, professionals and journalists, repre-

sentatives of satellite channels and 

news agencies. 

First forum of young media professionals held at Al Anbar 

University  

 Reconciliation   



Kirkuk, 22 April 2019 - On 20 April, 

the Iraqi Journalistsõ Syndicate ð Kir-

kuk Branch hosted a workshop on the 

role of media in promoting coexistence 

and civil peace among different commu-

nities in Kirkuk. The event was attend-

ed by journalists, media professionals, 

academics, intellectuals representing 

all communities, Iraqi Turkmen Front 

and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan politi-

cians. 

Mr. Mohammed Daghistani, President 

of the Kirkuk Branch of the Syndicate 

highlighted the role of the media in 

promoting democratic principles, free-

dom of opinion and respect for diversi-

ty. Speakers recalled the role and re-

sponsibility of media to report events 

avoiding politicization, overcoming per-

sonal views, and working in the inter-

est of the community. The use of differ-

ent languages in the media was com-

mended as a means to bridge differ-

ences. 

It was emphasised that media, as well 

Iraqi Journalistsõ Syndicate ð Kirkuk Branch hosts media 

conference on coexistence and civil peace in Kirkuk  
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as school texts, are significant in recog-

nising and respecting the history of 

different communities, prepare for co-

existence and highlight the richness of 

the Kirkuk social fabric. In this regard, 

speakers emphasised the need to teach 

and maintain the principle of peaceful 

coexistence through new generations. 

The conference marked a positive step 

in Kirkukõs peaceful coexistence and 

highlighted new goals of cooperation 

and the way forward.  

òIraqi Youth: Pioneers for Dialogue and Stabilityó workshops kick 

off in Basra  

Basra, 28 April 2019 ð At a three -day 

workshop in Basra City, young Iraqi 

women and men from across the gover-

norate voiced opinions, hopes, concerns 

and suggestions about their role in ad-

vancing peaceful coexistence and ad-

dressing the challenges in their com-

munities. The event was the first in a 

series of workshops under the theme 

òIraqi Youth: Pioneers for Dialogue and 

Stabilityó, which are taking place in 

locations across in Iraq throughout 

2019. 

Over two days, a diverse group of 20 

young women and men participated in 

interactive sessions to discuss youth 

participation in building social peace 

and stability. They discussed strategies 

for dealing with conflict and how to 

apply these concepts when working to 

counter challenges, such as unemploy-

ment, tribal conflict and climate 

change, within their communities.  

On the third and final day, local politi-

cal figures joined the young people in a 

dialogue on issues facing the gover-

norate - opening a valuable communica-

tion channel for the young activists 

with decision -makers and increasing 

the politiciansõ awareness of youth 

needs and priorities.  

In her remarks at this final session, 

Deputy Special Representative for Iraq 

of the United Nations Secretary -

General Alice Walpole underlined the 

added value of youth participation in 

Iraqõs post-conflict revival and wel-

comed the workshops as providing a 

significant opportunity for youth to 

speak out on important national and 

local issues. 

òEmpowering young people, supporting 

them and ensuring they can fulfil their 

potential is important in every society. 

But beyond this, if we are to create a 

more peaceful, sustainable and prosper-

ous Iraq, we need young Iraqis to lead,ó 

Ms. Walpole said. òThe catalytic energy 

that young people can bring to resolve 

political or social deadlock should not 

be underestimated. We need you to 

build a peaceful, sustainable future 

Iraq, which will meet the aspirations of 

all its people. Today the floor is yours. 

We are listening.ó 

The event on 26-28 April 2019 was or-

ganised by the United Nations Assis-

tance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), in 

cooperation with the Higher Committee 

for Coexistence and Community Peace 

of the General Secretariat of the Coun-

cil of Ministers and the Iraqi Al -Amal 

Association. The activity is in line with 

UNAMIõs mandate to support youth 

and their valuable contributions to the 

country. The next workshops will take 

place in Karbala and Babil gover-

norates on 2-4 May.  
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The leadership of the United Nations, UNAMI, UNITAD and UN Country Team in Iraq continued intensive political consulta-

tions.  

 

Paris, 25 February 2019 - For the first time ever, a President of Iraq has 

visited UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. President Barham Salih met today 

with UNESCO Director -General, Ms. Audrey Azoulay. They talked about 

Iraq's reconstruction and discussed joint efforts to build a sustainable peace 

through culture and education.  

Baghdad, 4 March 2019 ð The Special Representative for Iraq of the United 

Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, met with Mr. 

Christian Buck, Director for Near and Middle East and North Africa in the 

German Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs. They discussed current situation 

in Iraq and the region and how Germany can support United Nations efforts in 

the country.  

Photo courtesy of Mr. Buck.  

Baghdad, 04 March 2019 ð The Special Representative for Iraq of the United 

Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, met today with 

the Ambassador of the Republic of Turkey to Iraq, Mr. Fatih Yildiz. They 

discussed the current political situation in Iraq and possible ways how Turkey 

can support United Nations efforts in the country for the benefit of the Iraqi 

people. 

Baghdad, 4 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the United 

Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, met today with a 

group of Turkmen Committee Council members. They discussed the political 

situation in the country with a special emphasis on the political representation 

of the Turkmen component.  

Baghdad, 4 March 2019 - Newly appointed UNHCR Representative to Iraq, 

Mr. Ayman Gharaibeh, presented his credentials to H.E. Ambassador Saywan 

Barazani at the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Baghdad.  

Baghdad, 5 March 2019 ð The Special Representative for Iraq of the United 

Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, met today with 

Ms. Alaa Talabani, a member of the Council of Representatives and a member 

of the PUK Leadership Council. They discussed the current political situation 

in Iraq and in the Kurdistan Region with special emphasis on the need for 

greater womenõs participation in the political sphere. 
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Baghdad, 7 March 2019 ð The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met today with Mr. Jaafar Al -Husseini, Head of the Implementation and 

Follow -up Committee on National Reconciliation. They discussed the 

current political situation in Iraq and how the United Nations can 

support the work of the Committee and the reconciliation process in the 

country.  

Baghdad, 10 March 2019 - Dr. Oluremi Sogunro, Representative of 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) in Iraq, met in Baghdad 

with Dr. Mahdi Al -Alaq, Secretary -General of the Iraq Council of 

Ministers. During the meeting, they discussed the upcoming census for 

Iraq as well as the priorities for women and girls in Iraq. Dr. Sogunro 

expressed the interest of donors and their continued commitment to 

support the upcoming programmes aimed at serving the development 

and reconstruction sector and according to the priorities of the Iraqi 

government. Dr. Sogunro also called for Iraq's participation in the New 

York Development and Population Conference scheduled for 7-11 April 

2019. 

Photo courtesy of the Iraq Council of Ministers.  

Baghdad, 13 March 2019 - Dr. Fadel El -Zubi, Representative to Iraq 

of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, 

and Mr. Paul Schlunke, met in Baghdad with Her Excellency Dr. 

Sarbagh Salih, First Lady of the Republic of Iraq. Discussions focused 

on the UN FAO activities and programmes being implemented in Iraq, 

as well as the challenges that the country faces in the field of 

agriculture and available water resources.  

 

Photos courtesy of the Office of the First Lady of the Republic of Iraq.  

Baghdad, 18 March 2019 - The Deputy Special Representative for Iraq 

of the United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Alice Walpole, called 

today on Ambassador Hazem Al -Youssaifi, Undersecretary for Legal 

Affairs and Multilateral Relations in the Iraqi Foreign Ministry.  

DSRSG Walpole commended Iraq's continued search for the remains of 

Kuwaiti and other nationals missing since the 1990 invasion of Kuwait 

and reiterated the United Nationsõ readiness to provide support and 

expertise in the resolution of this dossier. She also commended the 

recent return of Kuwaiti property, recalled Kuwaiti hopes for the return 

of their National Archives, and offered support for the repatriation of 

further property as it is traced and identified.  

Baghdad, 20 March 2019 - UNAMI and UN Women representatives 

met today with the Al -Amal Association civil society group to discuss 

and explore possible areas of collaboration to advance the women, peace 

and security agenda in Iraq.  

Baghdad, 11 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met today with Dr. Salim Al Jubouri, former Speaker of the Council of 

Representatives and Secretary General of the Civil Alliance for Reform. 

They discussed the current political and security situation in the 

country and the region.  
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Baghdad, 25 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met with the Ambassador of the Russian Federation to Iraq, Mr. 

Maksim Maksimov. They discussed the current political and security 

situation in Iraq and the Region with special emphasis on how the 

Russian Federation can support United Nations activities in Iraq for the 

benefit of the country and its people.  

 

Photo courtesy of the Embassy of the Russian Federation.  

Baghdad, 25 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met with the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Iraq, Mr. 

Iraj Masjedi. They discussed the current political and security situation 

in Iraq and the Region stressing at the same time the cooperation both 

sides extend to the Government of Iraq in supporting the country and its 

people. 

Photo courtesy of The Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA).  

Baghdad, 28 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

accompanied by UNAMIõs Head of Human Rights Section, Ms. Danielle 

Bell, met today with Judge Faik Zeidan, President of the Supreme 

Judicial Council of Iraq. They discussed the efforts of the Supreme 

Judicial Council for legislative reforms in compliance with international 

human rights standards, reiterating UNAMIõs readiness to provide 

advice and support if required.  

Baghdad, 28 March 2019 - Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met today with His Eminence Ammar Al -Hakim, Head of the Hikma 

Movement. They discussed the current political situation in the country.  

Berlin, 28 March 2019 - Special Adviser to the United Nations 

Secretary -General and Head of Investigative Team, Karim A. A. Khan 

QC, met with former German ambassador to Iraq and Special Envoy for 

Crisis Prevention and Stabilization at the German Foreign Ministry, 

Ambassador Ekkehard Brose and discussed matters related to 

UNITAD's ongoing work in Iraq.  

Baghdad, 27 March 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

was received by His Excellency Prime Minister of Iraq, Mr. Adil Abdul -

Mahdi. They discussed the current political, security and humanitarian 

situation in the country and the region as well as Government future 

plans.  

Photo courtesy of the Office of the Prime Minister (Archive).  
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Tunis, 31 March 2019 ð On the sidelines of the Arab Summit held in 

Tunis, the President of the Republic, Barham Salih, met with the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Antonio Guterres. They discussed 

the role of the United Nations in Iraq in various humanitarian fields, 

particularly in providing necessary assistance to refugees and displaced 

persons. 

Baghdad, 31 March 2019 - Mr. Aamir A. Arain, Director of UNAMI 

Electoral Assistance Unit and UN Principal Electoral Advisor, met with 

Mr. Emad Youkana, Advisor for Components Affairs to the Speaker of 

the Iraq Council of Representatives. They discussed the issue of 

minorities and elections, previous elections, challenges and obstacles 

faced by minorities, representation of minorities on the Iraq 

Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) Board of 

Commissioners and electoral legal frameworks.  

Photo courtesy of Assyrian Democratic Movement.  

Erbil, 01 April 2019 ð The Head of the United Nations Assistance 

Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) Office in Erbil, Mr. Ricardo Rodriguez 

Carbonell, was received today by Mr. Hemin Hawrami, Deputy Speaker 

of the Kurdistan Region Parliament. They discussed the current 

political situation in the Kurdistan Region, including the government 

formation.  

 

Photo courtesy of the Office of the Deputy Speaker of the KR 

Parliament.  

Baghdad, 02 April 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met with the Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Mr. Mohammed 

al-Halboosi. They discussed the current political situation in the country 

and latest developments in the negotiations to complete the process of 

the government formation.  

Baghdad, 03 April 2019 - The Special Representative for Iraq of the 

United Nations Secretary -General, Ms. Jeanine Hennis -Plasschaert, 

met today with Mr. Jamal al -Karbouli, Chairman of the Al -Hal 

Movement (National Movement for Development and Reform). They 

discussed the current political and humanitarian situation in the 

country.  

Photo courtesy of Al -Hal Movement.  

Baghdad, 31 March 2019 ð Dr. Oluremi Sogunro, UNFPA 

Representative to Iraq, visited today H.E. Salem al-Zamana, 

Ambassador of Kuwait in Iraq, with whom he discussed the 2020 Iraq 

census and the Kuwaiti support to the Health sector in Iraq.  


